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desired, but in favour of which nationality the immense power of this state should be exercised. In 1848, the nationalities had still been to some extent coordinated, and united in opposition to a common enemy. A generation later any social conflict in Austria was certain to take on the characteristics of an international conflict.1
Had the Revolution prevailed over the Hapsburgs in 1848, and had the Kremsier compromise become the constitution of a federation of the Danubian peoples, the introduction of capitalism would have been the work of an inter-national middle-class coalition and would have provoked the resistance of other inter-national parties based at first upon the sectional interests of the peasantry, and later, on those of the working classes. But since the bureaucracy of Bach and Schmerling was responsible for the direction of economic development, the introduction of capitalism implied the establishment of German ascendancy in the new industrial society.
A comparison of the census of 1900 with that of 1880 shows only very small changes in the relative numerical strength of the various nationalities in Austria as distinct from Hungary.2 And, with the one exception of the Slovenes,3 who indeed seem to have been victims of national oppression in the most literal sense of the word, these changes were just what might be expected as a consequence of the usual inter-relation of urbanisation and fecundity. The industrialised nations, Germans, Czechs, and Italians, showed some decline in their relative though naturally not in their absolute numbers, while the still essentially agricultural Poles, Ukrainians and Serbo-Croats had increased in this respect. But while in Austria no nationality was deprived of elementary schools, which were the fundamental condition of survival,4 there were enormous differences in the social structure of the various nationalities, even of those inhabiting the same territory, e.g. Czechs and Germans, Poles and Ukrainians, and Italians
1 See note i on p. 154.
2 Where we find an enormous shift in favour of the Magyars, evidently explicable only by the ruthless oppression of the non-Magyars, and, probably, the falsification of the census returns.
3 Who, although essentially a peasant people, dropped from 5-2 to 4-7 per cent, of the total Austrian population.
4 Characteristic was the position of the Galician Ukrainians.   They were virtually denied secondary schools, the chief instrument for building up an intelligentsia of their own, but under Austro-Polish rule (as distinct from the later Polish Republic) they were not denied elementary schools, the main condition for the preservation of their nationality by the bulk of a peasant people.   See the dates in Keeton-Schlesingerj op. cti.: p. 54.